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This iltem ational search report has not been estaklished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. l:l Claime Nos.:
because they relate 1o subject matter hot required to be searched by thia Authority, namely:

2. m Claims Nos.: 37-46
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the preseribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful lInternational seareh ¢an be carred out, specltically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent clalms and are not qrafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

BoxNo.lll Observatlons where unlty of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This ImMematicnal Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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2. D As all searchable olaims oculd be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invits payment of
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3. As only some of the required additional saarch fess wars timaly paid by the applicant, this intermational ssarch report covers
only those elaima for which fees were paid, apecifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Gonsequendly, thia international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it ie coverad by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protaat The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-24

A guiding cannula, comprising:

an elongated tubular member having an outer diameter adapted
to fit in a Tumen of a laparoscopic port having a port seal,
said elongated tubular member is introducible through said
1ap?roscopic port while reversely deactivating said port
seal;

said elongated tubular member encloses at least one lumen
axially extending from a distal opening to a proximal
opening, at least one of said lumen is adapted to receive a
needle portion or a laparoscopic device from said distal
opening and/or said proximal opening; and

wherein said elongated tubular member is telescopically
extendible to any position of a distal end of said needle
portion, whereby a passage is obtainable between said distal
end of said needle portion and said laparoscopic port.

2. claims: 25-31

A needle fortifier apparatus comprising:

a plurality of telescopically connected tubular members,
wherein said plurality of telescopically connected tubular
members are axially slidable arranged, and said plurality of
telescopically connected tubular members is enclosing a
Tumen adapted to at least partly accommodate a needle
portion of a needle unit;

a proximal connector adapted to connect to an actuator
portion of said needle unit; and

a distal end having a brim-like surface adapted to abut to a
skin surface.

3. claims: 32-36

A reversed port seal configured toc be deployed in a
laparoscopic port arranged for sealing in a direction from a
distal opening to a proximal opening in said laparoscopic
port; whereby a sealed passage is provided in both
directions between a body cavity and an outer body
environment.

4. claims: 47-52

A Taparoscopy system for deploying a detachable laparoscopic
end-effector to a distal end of a slender shaft manipulator,
the system comprising:

a cannula adapted to provide a sealable passage between a
body cavity and an outer body environment: and

capturing means provided through said cannula and adapted to
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

travel in and out said cannula, capture said distal end and
pull thereof ocutside said body cavity to said outer body
environment through said cannula,

whereby a detachable laparoscopic end-effector may be
deployed to said distal end under direct vision.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 37-46

Claims 37-46 disclose a method of treatment by surgery practised on the
human body contrary to Rule 38.1(iv) PCT. Claims 37-46 pertain to a
method for deploying a detachable end-effector to a distal end of a
needle portion of a needle unit comprising the step of introducing a
guiding cannula through a laparoscopic port and deploying the
end-effector to the distal end of the needle portion obviously forming
part of a surgical procedure. The Authority is therefore not required to
carry out international search preliminary examination.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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